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to fire on the people, or to take any part in the sup-
pression of the popular movement. In fact, the revo-
lution was accomplished. The King and his family
escaped and found a refuge in England. Prince
Polignac and others of the Ministry were tried and
sentenced to life-long terms of imprisonment, but
released by amnesty in 1836. The son of Philippe
Egalite was proclaimed King, not of France, but
of the French; and mounted the throne as King
Louis Philippe, whom Carlyle afterwards described
as " struggling under sad circumstances, to be called
King of the French for a season," and it should be
added in justice to Carlyle's power of prophetic
vision that he used the words long before Louis
Philippe's reign seemed likely to come to an abrupt
end. Louis Philippe was set up as King of the
Barricades, and Charles X. had by this time found
a refuge in Holyrood Palace, Edinburgh, where he
had been sheltered during his former exile from
France. There was the end of the elder branch of
the Bourbons.

Before this end had quite arrived the career of
George IV. had come to a close. George had been
sinking in health for some time, and at last it became
evident to all observers that his life could not long
endure. His latest acts as a Sovereign had been in
keeping with the policy of his reign and of his
Regency. He set his face rigidly against all reforms,
and, indeed, unconsciously did what he could to make
his death seem a relief to the great majority of his
people. The rising generation could remember
nothing of the hopes with which he had once